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from violence. This to my mind is a dangerous attitude. Talking
in terms of politics and not of satyagraha, it seems to me that no
movement of violence can possibly succeed here so as to restore
to Islam what it is entitled to, whereas real satyagraha, if it per-
meates the masses, can do so in a day. Such is my unshakable
conviction.

No. 5 : I think the question is variously answered in the fore-
going paragraphs.

A letter was posted to you yesterday, giving full replies to the
one received from you yesterday. I may sum up the advice
tendered in that letter. Suspend civil disobedience until, in the
opinion of your committee, the time has arrived for offering it, and
work incessantly amongst the population and by all acts of service
inspire them with faith in satyagraha.
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221.   SPEECH AT PREPARATORY MEETING FOR HINDI
CONFERENCE, BOMBAY
[Before April 18, 1919]
Consistently with the object of our meeting today, I must
speak in Hindi. On this occasion, however, I deliberately avoid
using it because I want to explain its importance to you and that
I shall do in Gujarati. I think I can explain the reasons better
thus. The satyagraha now going on in India covers the issue
of the Hindi language. Satyagraha is essentially a fight for truth
and, if we have regard for truth, we shall have to admit that Hindi
is the only language we can use as a national language. There is
no other regional language with equal claims.
We should pause and think what Hindi means. I don't
think the Sanskritized language they use is Hindi; it is an arti-
ficial product. Nor is Persianized Urdu Hindi. The language
we want to adopt as our national language is a mixture of Hindi
and Urdu. It is the language spoken, by and large, in Bihar, Delhi
and the Punjab. The two languages came to be treated as rivals
of each other when the idea spread that Hindus and Muslims were
not one people and there developed ill will between the two. Some
1 Ninth Hindi Literary Conference; Gandhiji was in the chair but owing
to his indifferent health the speech was read out on his behalf from a pre-
pared text. The report purports to reproduce only its more important portions.